The Agency for Toxic Substances and Dvscase Registry (ATSDR) Director, P, Patrick Breysse would
fike to schedale a call with the RA to 1) Introduce himself and 2) discuss the ATSDRs role wn evaluating
health concems at Anacondsa.

Background

In May of 2017 the editor of the Montana Standard, David McCumber petitioned the ATSDR (o condust
a public-health study over concerns related to a porceived elovated incidense of neurodegenerative and
aploimmune diseases (including MS) in Buite (see attached “MeCumber petition letterdocx), ATSDIR s
director, Dr. Patriek Breysse, responded in a letter that because of "the tack of a link between M3 and
arsenie and lead” as well as a lack of data for comparnison purposes, ATSDR did not plan to do such a
stady.

Ittp:otstandard. com/news/local/epa-regional-boss-agrees-to-push-for-new-anaconda-
health/article 112e32do-6630-5b8E-0437-5:16724 1824a2 hirnl.

ATSDR has however, conducted a Public Health Assessment for the Anaconda Smelier Site m 1987 and
a “Site Review and Update™ 1n 1992, In 2007 ATSDR authored a Health Consultation that evaluated the
residential soif arsenic action level.

David Dorian (ATSDR/Region 8 haison collocated 1o EPA building) had a conference call with the Dr.
Broysse on 11/29/17 to discuss the RE Adnunistrator”s reported advooacy for a health study n Anaconda
and a potential rede for ATSDR along with state partners in the Montana

Dir. Breysse offered to identify ways that ATSDR, as a public health agencey established by CERCLA to
answer the chemieal exposure questions raised by the Anaconda conununity. ATSDR regularty performs
Exposure Investigations (EI) at Superfund sites (Gochiding Colorado Smelter recently in Region 8),
however, biological montoring (1.c., direct measuroment of a chemical in blood or urine) of arsenic is
challenging beeause it clutes quickly from the body.

ATSER recently developed a statistically valid approach (o using urine arsenic testing i coordination
with environmsendal samples. Dir. Broyvsse s prepared o discuss ATSDR leading an EL Blood lead would
fikely be included. The biomedical monitoring has greater relevance if environmental media {e.g., s0il,
dust, tap water) are sampled simultanoousiy. In general, ATSDR looks to EPA to perform the
environmental media sampling. ATSDR fonds the Montana Departiment of Health and Human Services
(MTDHHS) to conduct health evaluatisms, and ATSDR would work collaboratively with the state on all
wark at Anaconda,

ATSDR Exposure Investigations:
-Sometimes, critical data needed jor a health assessment or consultation are missing or not available. in
such cases, ATSOR may conduct an exposure investigation. Fxposure investigations invalve the collection
and anadysis of envivonrmental contamination data and bivlogic fests (when appropriaie). The goal is fo
determine whether peaple have been exposed o hazardous substances. An exposure investigation is one
approach used fo belter chavacierize past, curvent, and possible future humon exposures (o hazardous
subsiances and fo evaluate both existing and possible exposure-related health ¢ffects.
~Exposure investigations may include

«  Biomedical festing turine and blood samples), which can show curvent and possibly past

exposure 1o g contapinant, or
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s Environmental festing of soif, water, or air. Testing is done where people five, spend time, play,
o wght come in contact with canfapiination
-Exposure dose reconstriction analyses use environmentol sampling and computer models fo estime

cortamination levels that people may have been exposed 1o in the past, or may bz exposed {o in the future.

Maodeling helps in estimating potential exposures and assisting in conclusions an how exposures might
affect a person’s heaith.

~Fypically for Pb exposure investigations, testing is offered io childyen 12-72 months old, and women of
childbearing age.

The EPA/ATEDR Exposure Investigation would ouly look at contaminants and health effects related o
the comiaminants associated with the smelter. David Dorian (ATSDR) and Charlie Partridge (EPA)
conducted a conference call with the Montana Health Department duning the week of Nov 27, 2017,
Montana mentioned that Anaconda-Deer Lodge County conducted a Community Needs
Assessment/Comumunity Health Inprovement Plan in 2013, Revising that report may be a mechanism for
assessing the other (.6, non-chemcal exposure) health concerns raised by the community.

ATBDR would hike to disouss the feasibility of EPA directing/conducting the collection of the
environmental data to comncide with the collection of biological samples. Further, the abibity to conduct
the siudy may depend on the willingness of the PRP to provide funding.

Potential Concerns:
1) ATSDR conducting this study in Anaconda after declining to conduct a similar health

Butte will likely cause some backlash in Butte. The Agencies should be prepared to
: i B vt to conduct a similar study in Butte if a study

1s conducted in Anaconda.

2) The ATSDR Exposure Investigation protocol will not determine if there is an increased incidence
of cancer and neurodegenerative and auto immune diseases in Anaconda and will therefore not be
fully responsive to the communities concerns. These type of information, where available and
obtainable may be provided by a MT Health Department investigation.

3) ATSDR Exposure Investigation Agsenic protocol is new and would need to be reviewed by EPA.

Additional Information:
Need Dr. Broysse's letter to Montaral Standard.

Contact information:
Dr. Pat Breysse’s executive assistant is:

Vivian K. Jones, MBA

Senior Executive Asst. to Dr. Patrick Breysse

Office of the Director

National Center for Environmental Health

Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention — Atlanta, GA
770-488-0604
vkinnes@odo moy

///// Commented [DD1]: Actually, they weren't similar
because Butte focused on MS:Anacondais asking a

s guestion that CAN be answered by an El = do we have
 barsenicexposures above statisticabbenchmarks fie:

" | NHANES).

Commented [WD2R1J: Please re read the McCimber
petition:: | believe they are asking for both; ltisnot
crystal cleat however:

_____ Commented [DD3]: Dan, | asked for that last week
from Atlanta—Fam frustrated not to-have it and will re-
double my efforis this afternoon:
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